A Is for Ashes

AAshes are the leftover burned
plants from a wildfire. Ashesan
make greafertilizer for new
plants and animals that have
come back from a forest fire.
Ashes are the dry, black, powdery
coal from a fire. Ashes are the
remains of what the fire took.
You can find leftover ashes from
forests that have just been hit by
a wildfire.




B is for burning

Forest fires can be started in many
ways, but sadly, many are started by
humans. For example, leftover
cigarettes and campfires that weren't
put out properly. Andsometimes,
fires that were started on
purpose. Wildfires are common in
Australiaand California.

Map of California



C is for Controlled Burn

Controlled burn: not much
smoke or burnt plants as
you can see above.

Controlled burnsare special wildfires started by
fire fightersto help certain brush and trees to
populate and grow into more new plants.
Controlled burnsare always in control when
started and are used for the good of a forest.
Controlled burnsare started by professionals
and should never try to be started by kids.
Controlled burnscan be an important part of a
forest. Controlled burns are usually started In
forests with certain trees with special seed
packs that need the heat from a forest fire to
spread and grow into more trees.



D is for Drought

One easy way wildfires can start are
droughts. Not enough water can cause the
ground to become dry and cracked making it
an easy surface to catca spark and start a
fire. Droughts happen when it doesn't rain
for too longor when their isn't enough water
B A R In a source. Droughtsisually happen during
This cracked ground is a summer. Droughts happen in areas with not

good example on what enough water.
can happen during a

drought.




E Is for Ember

The embers from a fire
can make a big part
during a forest fire.

A leftover ember could
keep a fire running
strong. Embers
aresmall firesleftover
from

largerones. Embers can
start bigger fires.




F Is for Fuel

Thefuel from any type of fire is one of the
most important parts. It is like food for an
animal. The beduel for fire is dry wood and
leaves like in the picture. Brush fires are
started when a spark catches on dry brush like
pine needles, wood, and leaves. If brush

IS thrown on wildfires, it will get larger.

Dry tree would make good
fuel in wildfire.



G Is for Gasoline &

- -

If gasoline was spilled, it could be E;‘n 4 s,

easy way to catch a spark froma & - -

nearby camp and could start a fire. (3w
Gas stations that were stuck by EOED g
lightning could catch on fire. Itis =% &3E45

Important to never pour water on
gas fires. This will just make the fire

bigger.



| IS for Heat

The heat from a wildfire can be
very hot. The hotter the wildfire
the more dangerous because it
affects how much it burns. When
wildfires are hotter, they are
more difficult to put out. The
type of fire affects how hot it is.




| Is for Ignite

Ignite means to start a fire.
Igniting a wildfire on purpose
Is a crime. When a spark
catches on a log it could ignite
a wildfire. To ignite a fire, you
usefuel. Fuelis better when

it is dry.A few examples of
fuel are dry brush, leaves, and
wood.



J I1s for Jump

Some wildfires move so fast that they can't be
stopped by fire trenches. They jump over the
fire trench and keep moving. The bigger the
wildfire, the more difficult it is to put out.
Deeper trenches can be dug to keep a fire in
one place.




K Is for Kids

ADuring a wildfire, kids have a
higher risk of getting hurt. This is
because they could be slower at
evacuating. Wildfires can be
frightening for kids because they
are worried about losing
something important to them. It is
iImportant for kids to know that
you always replace something, but
you can t replace them.



L is for Lightning

Lightning striking the
ground.

Lightning is one of
the most common
ways to start a forest
fire. When lightning
strikes a tree, it

catches on fire. The
tree falls,spreading
the fireinto the rest
of the

forest. Lightning is a
natural cause for a
fire.




M Is for Matches




N Is for Natural




O Is for Oxygen

Oxygen Is a type
of fuel for a fire.

Oxygen in the ali
helps wildfires

the way the wind

IS blowing, It aims
the fire. Wind
helps wildfires
grow. Windier
days are better
for wildfires.



P Is for People




Q Is for Quick

Wildfires can get up to very
fast speeds. The faster the
wildfire spreads, the bigger
it will get. It is harder to put
out bigger wildfires. When
the wind is blowing during
a wildfire, it will be harder
to put out, because the
wildfire is moving faster.
Whenfuel is thrown on to
a fire it gets faster.




R Is for Rescue

Sometimes during a wildfire people
need to be rescuedThe people who
rescue other people in danger are
calledfirefighters. Firefighterswear
gear to protect themselves from the
danger of a fire. An example of some
of this gear are smoke masks, boots,
and hard hats.




S Is for Smoke

The smoke from a wildfire can be
just as dangerous as the fire itself.
The smoke can make it extremely
hard to see. It will also make it
hard to breathe. If during a
wildfire you are in a room, get

low under the smoke and crawl

to the nearest exit. This Is
because smoke rises.




T Is for Temperature

During a wildfire, temperatures
can become very high because of
the fire. Different types of fire are
different temperatures. Different
types of fuel makes wildfires
hotter, or cooler. Usually drier
brush is better for making fires
larger. Wood, pine straw, and dry
leaves are all good examples of
goodfuel for making fire hotter.



U 1s for Uncontrollable

Sometimes, very large wildfires can be
uncontrollable. Usually this
happenswhen a wildfire is too large to
handle. This can also happen if it Is too
dangerous to try to put out. If a wildfire
IS spreading to fast it can become too
large and become too dangerous to
handle. If a wildfire is being fed to much
fuel it could become too big to put out.




V Is for Very High

Wildfires can get up to very high
temperatures Hotter wildfires can
be toodangerous to handle. There
are ways to cool down fires when
they are too hot to put out.

Different chemicals can help put out
fires. These are droped by
helicopters into the fire. Water can
also help put out fires.



W Is for Wood

Wood is a type ofuel for fires. It is one of
the key features for starting fires. Usually
dry wood is better for starting a fire. If
wood Iis thrown onto a fire it will get bigger
and faster. Wet wood is not good for
starting fires. Wet wood turns fires weaker.



