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20 26 DeKalb Elementary Science Olympiad  (ESO)  

DESCRIPTION:  This is an excellent activity for kids who enjoy  science. 
Students in grades 3 -5 challenge themselves to complete a variety of science 

activities involving tests of knowledge and measurement skills. The day begins 

with a parade for all participants, and winners get medals . Our event  is a 
Regional Qualifier ï top teams will advance to  the GA ESO in May of 20 26. 

 
LOCATION  and DATE :  DeKalb Elementary Science Olympiad  

 McNair  Middle School  
 Saturday, March 28, 20 26 

 8 am -12:30 pm  
 

PARTICIPATION  and REGISTRATION :  This event is open to elementary 
students attending school in DeKalb County, GA. All students must participate 

as a member of a team, typically school -based. All teams must r egist er in 
advance of the Olympiad . DeKalb County public schools receive priority for 

registration  and  participate free of charge . As space allows, DeKalb County 
private school or home school groups may register and participate for a fee . 

Contact the Olympiad Director directly to see if space is available.  

 
TEAM COMPOSITION and COMPETITION CATEGORIES:  We offer  two 

competition categories , Varsity and JV.  Our JV level helps to foster younger 
teams  and  maximize the opportunity for medals, while Varsity allows larger 

and more  experienced teams to go head - to -head as they try for state!  
 

VARSITY Category :  
Å Each school may bring  1 or 2 teams, each with 1 -20  students in grades 3 ï5. 

Å Limited to DCSD elementary schools .  

Å Only Varsity teams are e ligible for s pots  at the GA ESO. 

Å Teams may compete in all events (27 offered in 202 6).  

 

JUNIOR VARSITY Category :  
Å Each school may bring 1 or 2  teams, each with 1 -15  students in grades 3 ï5. 

Å Non-DCSD schools may participate in this category for $30 per school.  

Å Teams may compete in all events (27 offered in 202 6).  

 

Q&A MEETING:  We encourage new team s and new coaches  to attend our 

online Microsoft Teams meeting to learn about Olympiad operations . This is 
scheduled for Tues day, November  18 , 3 PM . We will send  the link to join 

the meeting to all Head Coaches who complete the Interest Form or who 
competed last year . You may share this with parents who are helping to coach.  

 
EVENTS: We offer 27 events for 20 26, with the same events offered last year . 

Most come from the 6 th  Edition Elementary Science Olympiad manual (2010), 

but several have DeKalb modifications  or are provided by the state.  This Event 
Packet contains official rules and descriptions of all events. Additional details  

about our interpretation of key points can be found in our Clarifications 

document on the Fernbank Science Center website.  
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PRACTICE MATERIALS :  Fernbank Science Center staff members produce 

Practice Tip Sheets  and helpful video instructions for selected events. Parents 

and participants may find these on our primary web page linked below.  

https://www.fernbank.edu/scienceolympiad.html  

 

MEDIA RELEASE :  Please collect a completed Media Release Form (next page 

of this packet) from each child on your team. Return all forms to us at 
Fernbank Science Center by courier (ATTN: M. Dowling) or to the Coachesô 

Check - in Table as you arrive at the Olympiad.  

 

QUESTIONS?  
 

Michael Dowling  

Olympiad  Director , DeKalb Elementary Science Olympiad  

Fernbank Science Center  
678 -874 -7102 (Fernbank Reception Desk)  

678 -874 -7158 (Voice mail only)  

michael_dowling@dekalbschoolsga.org  

 

https://www.fernbank.edu/scienceolympiad.html
mailto:michael_dowling@dekalbschoolsga.org


 

 

Digital Media Release 

I hereby grant Fernbank Science Center and the DeKalb County School 
District  ƓĲƖůŔƚƚŔŸŰШƣŸШƨƚĲШůǃШĦőŔũĬќƚШũŔťĲŰĲƚƚШŔŰШĬŔŊŔƣċũШůĲĬŔċШ
(photographs, videos, or any other digital media formats) in any and all of 
its publications, including web-based publications, without payment or 
other consideration. I hereby irrevocably authorize Fernbank Science 
Center and the DeKalb County School District to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, 
publish, or distribute these digital media for any lawful purpose. In 
addition, I waive any right to inspect or approve the finished product 
wherein my child's likeness appears. Additionally, I waive any right to 
royalties or other compensation arising or related to the use of digital 
media. I hereby hold harmless, release, and forever discharge Fernbank 
Science Center, the DeKalb County School District, and the Captain 
Planet Foundation from all claims, demands, and causes of action which 
I, my heirs, representatives, executors, administrators, or any other 
persons acting on my behalf or on behalf of my estate have or may have by 
reason of this authorization. 

________________________________________ (Printed Parent / Guardian Name) 

HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE ABOVE DIGITAL MEDIA RELEASE. 

I UNDERSTAND BY SIGNING BELOW THAT I AM GRANTING FERNBANK 

SCIENCE CENTER AND THE DEKALB COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PERMISSION TO USE THE IMAGE OR LIKENESS OF MY CHILD,  

__________________________________________ (Printed Student Name),  

A STUDENT at __________________________________ (Name of school) 

AS SET FORTH IN THE ABOVE DIGITAL MEDIA RELEASE STATEMENT. 

________________________________________ 

PARENT / GUARDIAN SIGNATURE 

 



 

 

2026 DeKalb Elementary Science Olympiad  
Event List ς Applies to both Varsity and JV Teams 

Your 2026 Event Packet includes copies of rules for all of the events listed below. With the exception of 

DeKalb Modifications and Georgia Specials, all event descriptions come from the 6th Edition (2010) 

ά/ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ wǳƭŜǎ aŀƴǳŀƭέ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ hƭȅƳǇƛŀŘ that we provide to all schools. 

Look for Rules Clarifications on our web page: http://fsc.fernbank.edu/ScienceOlympiad.htm . Details for 

our regional event may differ slightly from clarifications or modifications announced for the Georgia ESO. 

Coaches should request additional clarifications directly from DESO Director Michael Dowling at Fernbank 

Science Center ( michael_dowling@dekalbschoolsga.org ). 

 

Event # Event Name State Event? Special Notes 

1 Backyard Biologist * GA Special ï Not in manual 

2 Barge Building *  

3 Bridge Building (Popsicle Sticks) * GA Special ï Not in manual 

4 Chopper Challenge *  

5 Cool It   

6 Crime Busters *  

7 Data Crunchers * GA Special ï Not in manual 

8 Deep Blue Sea *  

9 Disease Detectives  *  

10 Donôt Bug Me    

11 Egg Drop (Packing Peanuts) * GA Special ï Not in manual 

12 Grab a Gram *  

13 Gummy Bear Launch * GA Special ï Not in manual 

14 Mystery Architecture  *  

15 No Bones About It *  

16 Paddle Boats  DeKalb Special ï Bring item to event 

17 Paper Rockets  *  

18 Pastamobile  DeKalb Special ï Bring item to event 

19 Picture This  DeKalb Special ï Modified version 

20 Rock Hound  *  

21 Simple Machines    

22 Starry, Starry Night *  

23 Straw Tower    

24 The 24 Game  GA Special ï Not in manual 

25 Water Rockets  *  

26 Weather or Not  *  

27 Which Way's North?    

http://fsc.fernbank.edu/ScienceOlympiad.htm
mailto:michael_dowling@dekalbschoolsga.org


 

 

 

 

 

Event Groups for DESO 2026 

Your team will be assigned to Group A, 
B, or C.  

 

Groups will rotate through the events in 
the sequence shown below: 

Group A:     Set 1         Set 2         Set 3 

                   @ 9 am      @ 10         @ 11 

Group B:     Set 2         Set 3         Set 1 

                   @ 9 am      @ 10         @ 11 

Group C:     Set 3         Set 1         Set 2 
                   @ 9 am      @ 10         @ 11 
 

All events within a set take place at the 
same time for your team. So no student 
can do two events in Set 1, for example. 
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