A is for Ashes
• Ashes are the leftover burned
plants from a wildfire. Ashes can
make great fertilizer for new
plants and animals that have
come back from a forest fire.
Ashes are the dry, black, powdery
coal from a fire. Ashes are the
remains of what the fire took.
You can find leftover ashes from
forests that have just been hit by
a wildfire.

B is for burning

Forest fires can be started in many
ways, but sadly, many are started by
humans. For example, leftover
cigarettes and campfires that weren't
put out properly. And sometimes,
fires that were started on
purpose. Wildfires are common in
Australia and California.
Map of California

C is for Controlled Burn

Controlled burn: not much
smoke or burnt plants as
you can see above.

Controlled burns are special wildfires started by
fire fighters to help certain brush and trees to
populate and grow into more new plants.
Controlled burns are always in control when
started and are used for the good of a forest.
Controlled burns are started by professionals
and should never try to be started by kids.
Controlled burns can be an important part of a
forest. Controlled burns are usually started in
forests with certain trees with special seed
packs that need the heat from a forest fire to
spread and grow into more trees.

D is for Drought

This cracked ground is a
good example on what
can happen during a
drought.

One easy way wildfires can start are
droughts. Not enough water can cause the
ground to become dry and cracked making it
an easy surface to catch a spark and start a
fire. Droughts happen when it doesn`t rain
for too long or when their isn`t enough water
in a source. Droughts usually happen during
summer. Droughts happen in areas with not
enough water.

E is for Ember
The embers from a fire
can make a big part
during a forest fire.
A leftover ember could
keep a fire running
strong. Embers
are small fires leftover
from
larger ones. Embers can
start bigger fires.

F is for Fuel
The fuel from any type of fire is one of the
most important parts. It is like food for an
animal. The best fuel for fire is dry wood and
leaves like in the picture. Brush fires are
started when a spark catches on dry brush like
pine needles, wood, and leaves. If brush
is thrown on wildfires, it will get larger.
Dry tree would make good
fuel in wildfire.

G is for Gasoline
If gasoline was spilled, it could be an
easy way to catch a spark from a
nearby camp and could start a fire.
Gas stations that were stuck by
lightning could catch on fire. It is
important to never pour water on
gas fires. This will just make the fire
bigger.

H is for Heat
The heat from a wildfire can be
very hot. The hotter the wildfire
the more dangerous because it
affects how much it burns. When
wildfires are hotter, they are
more difficult to put out. The
type of fire affects how hot it is.

I is for Ignite
Ignite means to start a fire.
Igniting a wildfire on purpose
is a crime. When a spark
catches on a log it could ignite
a wildfire. To ignite a fire, you
use fuel. Fuel is better when
it is dry. A few examples of
fuel are dry brush, leaves, and
wood.

J is for Jump
Some wildfires move so fast that they can`t be
stopped by fire trenches. They jump over the
fire trench and keep moving. The bigger the
wildfire, the more difficult it is to put out.
Deeper trenches can be dug to keep a fire in
one place.

K is for Kids
• During a wildfire, kids have a
higher risk of getting hurt. This is
because they could be slower at
evacuating. Wildfires can be
frightening for kids because they
are worried about losing
something important to them. It is
important for kids to know that
you always replace something, but
you can`t replace them.

L is for Lightning
Lightning is one of
the most common
ways to start a forest
fire. When lightning
strikes a tree, it
catches on fire. The
tree falls, spreading
the fire into the rest
of the
forest. Lightning is a
natural cause for a
fire.
Lightning striking the
ground.

M is for Matches

Unfortunately, som
etimes people
throw matches on
the ground to start
forest fires on
purpose. People
who do this can get
in very big
trouble. Even
matches that you
think have gone out
can still re-light, so
just in case DO NOT
LITTER!

N is for Natural

Some wildfires are
started by people,
others are started
naturally. A few
examples of reasons of
naturally started fires
are: lightning,
droughts, and heat
waves. Naturally
started fires are rarer
then ones started by
people. Naturally
started fires are just as
dangerous as ones
started by people, so
don`t mess with them.

O is for Oxygen
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Oxygen is a type
of fuel for a fire.
Oxygen in the air
helps wildfires
grow. That’s why
the way the wind
is blowing, it aims
the fire. Wind
helps wildfires
grow. Windier
days are better
for wildfires.

P is for People

People are one of the
most common ways of
starting forest fires.
People littering
matches, or ciggarettes
could catch in flame.
Leftover campfires that
werent put out
properly could also
start wildfires.
Sometimes, people
start wildfires on
purpose.

Q is for Quick
Wildfires can get up to very
fast speeds. The faster the
wildfire spreads, the bigger
it will get. It is harder to put
out bigger wildfires. When
the wind is blowing during
a wildfire, it will be harder
to put out, because the
wildfire is moving faster.
When fuel is thrown on to
a fire it gets faster.

R is for Rescue
Sometimes during a wildfire people
need to be rescued. The people who
rescue other people in danger are
called firefighters. Firefighters wear
gear to protect themselves from the
danger of a fire. An example of some
of this gear are smoke masks, boots,
and hard hats.

S is for Smoke
The smoke from a wildfire can be
just as dangerous as the fire itself.
The smoke can make it extremely
hard to see. It will also make it
hard to breathe. If during a
wildfire you are in a room, get
low under the smoke and crawl
to the nearest exit. This is
because smoke rises.

T is for Temperature
During a wildfire, temperatures
can become very high because of
the fire. Different types of fire are
different temperatures. Different
types of fuel makes wildfires
hotter, or cooler. Usually drier
brush is better for making fires
larger. Wood, pine straw, and dry
leaves are all good examples of
good fuel for making fire hotter.

U is for Uncontrollable
Sometimes, very large wildfires can be
uncontrollable. Usually this
happens when a wildfire is too large to
handle. This can also happen if it is too
dangerous to try to put out. If a wildfire
is spreading to fast it can become too
large and become too dangerous to
handle. If a wildfire is being fed to much
fuel it could become too big to put out.

V is for Very High
Wildfires can get up to very high
temperatures. Hotter wildfires can
be too dangerous to handle. There
are ways to cool down fires when
they are too hot to put out.
Different chemicals can help put out
fires. These are droped by
helicopters into the fire. Water can
also help put out fires.

W is for Wood

Wood is a type of fuel for fires. It is one of
the key features for starting fires. Usually
dry wood is better for starting a fire. If
wood is thrown onto a fire it will get bigger
and faster. Wet wood is not good for
starting fires. Wet wood turns fires weaker.

X is for eXtreme

Many wildfires have been extreme. Usually
the definition of extreme is how big, fast, or
hot a fire is. The smoke from the wildfire
can also make a wildfire more dangerous.
Very high temperatures can make wildfires
harder to put out, therefore more
dangerous.

Y is for You
You can help get ready for a wildfires. If you get a wildfire
warning, you can do lots of things to help. Get ready to
evacuate by getting pets, and family members in your car.
Firefighters will put out the wildfire with chemicals or
water. It is important not to play with matches, or liter
matches. This could start a fire. Cigarettes can start fires
too.

Z is for Zone
Although Wildfires can happen almost anywhere, there are places where
they are more common. Australia and California are only a few examples.
Wildfires usually occur in areas that are drier. Droughts can also cause
fires. Places with less rain usually have more fires.
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Glossary
Fuel: Something that is used to start a fire
Firefighter: Someone who puts out fires
Fertilizer: Something that helps new plants grow
California: One of the fifty states in the U.S.A. California is known for having many wildfires.
Australia: The smallest continent in the world. Australia has many wildfires.
Controlled Burn: A fire started by a fire fighter to help certain plants grow in a forest.
Natural: Natural fires are fires that are started naturally, not by humans.

